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An Invitation:
Let’s build a permanent culture

ECONOMIC COLLAPSE!
RISING COST AND DECREASING QUALITY OF FOOD & WATER!
UNSTABLE SUPPLY OF OIL!
CLIMATE CHANGE!

These are the issues we face in 2009; some of them life threatening. We can wait and 
see if the situation gets better, or we can work towards building a more permanent 
culture, a culture that would not create its own collapse. This culture begins with you 
and me. 

Be a part of the PERMACULTURE (Permanent-Culture) movement, one of the fastest 
growing grass-root  environmental  ‘applications’  on the planet.  Join  millions of people 
linked throughout communities around the earth who are geared towards creating a 
localised, economically resilient,  energy-efficient,  food secure and eco-friendly living 
arrangement. 

Join us for the Permaculture Design Certificate Course being offered in Malaysia for 
the very first time.

Learn how to ACT LOCALLY and build self-reliant individuals and communities 

By first, 
Acknowledging that we are already in ‘hot soup’  
Championing an alternative to capitalism and consumerism
Transferring nature’s patterns into the creation of sustainable human habitats 

Then roll up your sleeves and get down to basics by, 
Localising energy production 
Optimising available resources such as water and sunlight
Creating profit out of waste
Acquiring food security through local agriculture and food production
Leveraging on natural building materials in the context of zero energy building

Permaculture Design Certificate Course,
17 April – 2 May, 2009 

at Embun Pagi, Batu Arang, Malaysia



About the Permaculture Design Certificate Course 

The Permaculture Design Certificate Course is a two week intensive program which has 
been delivered since the 1980’s to possibly millions of people who have been empowered 
to become agents of change across Australia, Europe, America, Asia and Africa. It was 
put together by the father of Permaculture, Bill Mollison, and is based on his seminal 
permaculture ‘bible’ - Permaculture: A Designer’s Manual. `

This course of more than 72 hours delivers certified curriculum from the Permaculture 
Institute  of  Australia  (founded  by  Bill  Mollison)  and  covers  all  chapters  in  the 
Permaculture Designers Manual. 

Topics Covered:

Permaculture Design Certificate Graduates

Upon satisfactory completion of the +72 hours course and completion of site specific 
design projects, participants will receive a Permaculture Design Certificate. Our 
certificates will be issued by Tagari, of the Permaculture Institute (Australia), founded 
and managed by Bill Mollison himself. Graduates are then eligible to use Permaculture in 
the promotion of designs, teaching and landscaping. You may apply to the Permaculture 
Research Institute (Australia) for a Permaculture Diploma, after two years field work 
based on wide ranging criteria and submission of a Permaculture design. The 
Permaculture diploma is recognized by a growing number of universities and institutions 
around the world. 

Who is this course for?

The Permaculture Design Certificate Course is open to everyone. The principles of 
Permaculture are applicable to any scale of design from highly urbanised and limited 
spaces to remote rural communities. There are no prior qualifications required in the 
field of environmental studies or design for attendance. Students, NGO workers, 
retirees, farmers, land owners, entrepreneurs, community leaders, artists, house wives 
and professionals are encouraged to apply.

Permaculture Ethics & Principles • Concepts, Themes in Permaculture Designs 
Methods of Design • Pattern Understanding & Application • Climatic Factors 
Ecology Niches & Guilds • Trees and Their Energy Transaction • Water • Soils 
Earthworks - Natural Building • Design for the Tropics • Designing for catastrophe 
Design for Humid Cool to Cold Climates • Animal husbandry and livestock  
• Aquaculture • Urban Permaculture • Alternative Economics • Transition Towns



The teaching team

The course will be facilitated by a vibrant and energetic duo from the United States. 
Having obtained the Permaculture Teachers Diploma, Doug’s and Kaila’s current 
preoccupation is to creatively facilitate a learning process that empowers people in 
permaculture design through hands-on training and experiential learning. They are 
currently running a Permaculture Design Certificate Course in Auroville, India. 

Doug E. Crouch
Trained as both a Permaculture Designer and Fish and Wildlife Manager, Doug has 
extensive knowledge surrounding landscape planning and creating aquaculture systems 
for all needs. He has worked in both temperate and tropical climates, extending from 
America to Costa Rica to New Zealand. This work includes managing land and water for 
tourism ventures, facilitating and co-creating educational programs, tropical 
aquaculture and wetlands restoration, Permaculture design and implementation, and 
market gardening. From this international experience, an understanding of nurturing 
productive ecosystems has flourished. Incorporating this knowledge and experience 
into educational programs has now become Doug’s main focus as he continues his design 
and development in various ecosystems.

Kaila Binney
Having worked as an organic gardener for years, Kaila first discovered the 
Permaculture community through her recent research on carbon foot-printing with the 
Global Ecovillage Network. Over the past year she explored small-scale renewable 
energy and reforestation projects in ecovillages throughout Senegal, Auroville in India, 
Kibbutz Lotan in Israel, and Findhorn in Scotland, after which she returned home to 
Martha’s Vineyard to complete her Permaculture Design Certificate. She has studied 
under eco-philosopher Joanna Macy, peak oil expert Richard Heinberg, Transition 
Towns founder Rob Hopkins, and Earthship founder Mike Reynolds, among others, and is 
now building her own career as a permaculture designer and teacher in the U.S. and 
abroad.

Preparing for the course

We do recommend that you do some reading and research about Permaculture before 
attending the course. The following are some recommended reading:  

Introduction to Permaculture, Bill Mollison with Reny Mia Slay, Tagari Publications 1991 
Permaculture - A Designer's Manual, Bill Mollison, Tagari Publications 1988                

A copy of the above mentioned books are available at our resource center. To purchase 
the books online, please visit: www.tagari.com

http://www.tagari.com/


Course details

Course schedule

8.30am  – 12.30pm  First Session
12.30pm – 3.00pm Lunch Break
3.00pm – 6.00pm Second Session
6.00pm – 8.00pm Dinner Break
8.00pm – 9.30pm Third Session

Classes are from Friday - Wednesday, including weekends. Holidays are on Thursdays

Course fee

10 seats have been reserved for paying participants. The course fee is RM 900 per 
participant, inclusive of food, accommodation, and certification. Food will not be served 
on break days which are Thursdays, but accommodation will be available. For more 
details on Course Fee, visit http://embunpagi2009.wordpress.com

Scholarships

5 scholarships have been reserved for deserving students. The scholarship covers 
course fee, food (except for Thursdays), accommodation, and certification.

However, to qualify for the scholarship, students will have to make a commitment to 
stay on at Embun Pagi for 3 months (May - July) after the Permaculture Design 
Certificate Course ends, and pay back for their scholarships with Work Trade. This is 
an opportunity for students to apply the permaculture knowledge learnt.

Work trade

Work traders work approximately 35 hours per week in exchange for food and 
accommodation at Embun Pagi. Most of that time is spent on our farm sites. The nature 
of the work on these sites can be gardening, seed saving, earthworks, and natural 
building. Work Traders are encouraged to contribute an additional 5 hours of volunteer 
services, tending to the gardens in one of the 4 charity establishments under the 
Positive Living Community in Batu Arang. 

* Prayer time (Solat) can be arranged if needed

http://embunpagi2009.wordpress.com/


Living arrangements

Food

Breakfast, Lunch, Tea & Dinner will be provided, except on Thursdays (break days)

Only vegetarian food will be served, and as far as possible, meals will be prepared from 
organic vegetables.

An outdoor kitchen will be made available for those who prefer to prepare their own 
meals – vegan, vegetarian or meat

Accommodation

Basic accommodation will be provided throughout the duration of the course. 
Accommodation may vary from shared rooms to dormitory arrangements, depending on 
availability. Those who need special living arrangements should notify us at least 2 
weeks prior to the course.

Traveling

Traveling is a possibility for those who opt not to stay in. It takes about 45 minutes to 
drive to Batu Arang from Kuala Lumpur via the PLUS Highway. Public transportation is 
scarce and time consuming. A journey from Kuala Lumpur to Batu Arang can last for an 
enduring 2 hours.

Facilities and Amenities around Batu Arang town

Most facilities and amenities are within walking distance from Embun Pagi. The daily 
morning market is open from 6 - 9.30am. Indian, Chinese and Malay food stalls and
Restaurants are sprawled throughout the town proper. We have several sundry shops, 2 
hardware shops, and an internet café. Batu Arang is equipped with a post office, a 
government clinic, 2 private clinics, a police station, a petrol station and a fire station. 

The nearest bank is situated in Country Homes and Tasik Puteri, 2 residential townships 
about 5 kilometres away from Batu Arang.

For more information on, please visit our website http://embunpagi2009.wordpress.com
Or contact Sabina Arokiam at 6019-3813667/ ibu.embun@gmail.com

mailto:ibu.embun@gmail.com
http://embunpagi2009.wordpress.com/


What is Permaculture  <Article from Permaculture Association of Britain website>

Permaculture which was first developed as Permanent Agriculture, and then later on evolved 
into Permanent Culture is about creating sustainable human habitats by following nature’s 
patterns. It uses the diversity, stability and resilience of natural ecosystems to provide a 
framework and guidance for people to develop their own sustainable solutions to the 
problems facing their world, on a local, national or global scale. It is based on the philosophy 
of co-operation with nature and caring for the earth and its people.

Permaculture Definition

• A globally recognized environmental design methodology. The founders of Permaculture, 
Bill Mollison and David Holmgren, coined the term 25 years ago. Now there are over 
4000 independently operated projects in 120 countries 

• A holistic ecological approach to the design and development of human settlements that 
takes into account food production, structures, technologies, energy, natural resources, 
landscape, animal systems, plant systems, and social and economic structures. 

• About working with, rather than against, nature. It provides us with the tools to satisfy 
our needs in a way that sustains the earth, future generations and ourselves. 

• Inspired by traditional wisdom, especially the sustainable farming cultures of Asia, 
India and Africa and incorporates new appropriate methods and technologies. 

Permaculture Ethics  & Principles

EarthCare - Permaculture as a design system is based on natural systems. It is about 
working with nature, not against it - not using natural resources unnecessarily or at a 
rate at which they cannot be replaced. It also means using outputs from one system 
as inputs for another (vegetable peelings as compost, for example), and so 
minimizing wastage.

PeopleCare - People care is about looking after us as people, not just the world we live in. 
It works on both an individual and a community level. Self-reliance, co-operation and 
support of each other should be encouraged. It is, however, important to look after 
ourselves on an individual level too. Our skills are of no use to anyone if we are too 
tired to do anything useful! People care is also about our legacy to future 
generations.

FairShare -The fair shares part of the Permaculture ethic brings earth care and people 
care together. We only have one earth, and we have to share it - with each other, 
with other living things, and with future generations. This means limiting our 
consumption, especially of natural resources, and working for everyone to have 
access to the fundamental needs of life - clean water, clean air, food, shelter, 
meaningful employment, and social contact.

http://www.permaculture.org.uk/mm.asp?mmfile=whatispermaculture
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